
HADDONFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/SUSTAINABLE HADDONFIELD  
MONTHLY MEETING 

 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

7:30 PM, BOROUGH HALL 
 

MINUTES 
 

ATTENDEES 
 
EC/SH – Diane Schrauth, Lara Barrett, Anna Hermes, Kerenza Reid, Doug Campbell, John Stokes, Dan 
Brewer, Tom Vecchio, Mishael Azam, Mike Tyler 
 
REGULAR ITEMS AND ON-GOING ACTIVITIES 
 
Roll call, introductions and guests 
 
Review and approve meeting minutes from April meeting (May cancelled) 

John Stokes and Doug Campbell motioned to approve the minutes, and the minutes from April 
were approved without revision.  
 

Announcements 
Since Bert moved out of Haddonfield, he can no longer serve as co-chair of EC/SH. Tom Vecchio 
has agreed to be co-chair with Diane. 
 
There are also two spots available on EC/SH, because Anna is leaving town in August. 

 
Earth Day review 

Lara Barrett provided a review of the Earth Day festivities. Unfortunately, the weather affected 
turnout for the event, but the band and vendors were great, and everything else went really 
well. Next time, setting a rain date would be a good idea. 

 
Land Use Committee update 
 No updates from the Land Use Committee itself. 
  

Land Use Recommendation Projects 
Landscaping – Lara submitted a preliminary report to the landscaping group for review, which 
had references for appropriate plants for the Haddonfield area. The Land Use Committee is 
looking for specific recommendations regarding plants or landscaping practices that should or 
should not be encouraged.  
 
Diane suggested that Lara reach out to Lynn Raus (a landscape architect) and Al Masullo, as well 
as Paige Garrison with the Garden Club. 
 
Doug spoke with Greg Lay and some landscapers. It would be great if the landscaping group 
could recommend some type of indigenous evergreen groundcover as an alternative to mulch. 
 
Pope’s garden (Gloucester county) has a lot of good plants. 



 
ACTIONS: 
- Diane will provide Lara contact information for additional experts for advice. 
- Members of the Landscaping sub-committee should try to get recommendations or 

suggestions back to Lara as soon as possible. 
 

Solar – Doug Campbell submitted a draft report to John Stokes. John will be working with Doug 
to translate suggestions for ordinances. The primary goal is to develop an ordinance since the 
town does not have one pertaining to solar. Doug mentioned that there is some support to 
include solar on historic buildings. The Shade Tree Commission thought that solar might not 
even be possible in the town because of tree cover, but Doug’s contact with SolarCity said that 
there would be plenty of opportunities. However, it will be important to protect trees on private 
property as well. 

 
Sustainable Stormwater – Diane said that the Sustainable Stormwater group has not met for a 
while, but will be getting back into the project soon. As part of a Sustainable New Jersey action, 
Anna has been looking at some sea level rise and storm surge maps to compare with the town’s 
drainage study. That project will be reviewed in July with Sharon, and will possibly feed into the 
Stormwater group’s work. 

 
Sustainable Jersey Recertification 

Diane and Julie submitted the Sustainable Jersey recertification application! A town needs 350 
points for Silver status, and Haddonfield submitted for 460! Comments will come back in early 
July, and then there is time over the summer to make revisions or do programs that were 
planned. The next submission needs to be in by Sept 11. If get everything gets in, there is a large 
celebration luncheon in November.  
 
John asked if there are areas that Haddonfield is stronger or weaker in. Diane said that there is 
still some programming that needs to happen before the deadline. Also, there are just some 
actions that the town plans to do, but that might not come up within the deadline window. For 
example, the Borough has a policy to buy energy efficient appliances, but they might not need 
to buy one now. 
 
Sustainable Haddonfield handed out reusable bags in turn for signing the Green Challenge, and 
had a composting demonstration at last week’s Farmer’s Market. The demonstration went really 
well! Many saw the event advertised through social media and the Borough’s website. 
 
ACTIONS: 
- Diane will follow up with the group as she hears back from Sustainable Jersey. 

 
Newsletter & Social Media 

Lara sent a draft of the spring newsletter out for review. Feedback and/or additional 
information can be sent to Lara. The newsletter looks great! 
 
Kerenza said they could cross-promote town events like the Craft Fair coming up and the 
Farmer’s Market on Saturdays. 

 
OTHER 



Lincoln Ave Rain Gardens 
Julie got an email from the Camden Conservation District and they have some funding for 
plants. She will find out how much they can contribute. A clean up day will happen soon, so 
members should keep an eye out for an email. The group would like to tie the final clean up with 
the adopt-a-rain garden program kick-off. Julie will adopt a rain garden, as well as the Garden 
Club. Maybe the Scouts would, too. 
 
Diane will reach out to Sharon to find out when the adopt-a-rain garden kick-off can happen. It 
will depend on when the program application will become live on the website. Signs need to be 
ready, too. 

 
Rain Barrel workshop 
Doug said there is funding for a rain barrel workshop. The Americorps program will help. It can 
probably happen in September. Someone in town also wants to paint rain barrels. Doug said 
that there is a company in Camden that sells large containers that can be repurposed for rain 
barrels. 
 
Website 
Mike asked how to update the EC/SH website on the Borough’s page. There are still two 
websites, but it would ideal to have one. Mike can work with Diane for Borough website access, 
and with Lara and Kerenza for content. 

 
Upcoming Events 
- Building Local Resilience to Climate Change Webinar sponsored by Sustainable Jersey on 

June 29, 2016 from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
- Pathways and Incentives to Financing Clean Energy Webinar sponsored by Sustainable 

Jersey on July 13, 216 from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Next meeting: July 19, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM. 


